Barb Schrank – March 9, 2005 blog.

The first most important vote to me this spring is April 5th, and I will be voting to change the School Board- I will be voting to elect Lawrie Kobza.  If we don’t change the school board, board members will continue to accept the administration’s recommendations for budget cuts year after year without asking to see the priorities that remain in the budget.  Kids, parents, teachers and the community will continue to be held hostage to failed decisionmaking on behalf of our kids.

Local board change is needed now and changes are needed at the state and federal levels for school financing; I'm working on both, but fighting right now for local change.  I believe Madison needs new board members, who will be willing to work together and with the community.

Take a look at Lawrie Kobza's blog on decisionmaking on her weblog by clicking on school board candidates at the top of this page and linking to lawrie’s information, as well as other candidates’ information - 

I can yell about the rev caps and the qeo all I want, and I do, but I am still left locally with how our school board governs the district, their decisionmaking processes, and I am losing confidence in the board’s governance over their decisions and our district.  

My parents went to public school in NYC and Yonkers, NY. My sisters and I went to high school in Connecticut - my parents did not want us to go to schools in NYC or in the cities nearby - my parents did not think I would get a good public education in the city.  Today, Madison’s parents are making the same decisions my parents made, deciding to move to the Madison suburbs - I don't want that for my kid or my city.  I love Madison, and I love this city for all its vibrancy and culture - being from NYC, I thrive on that environment, and it's been part of my adult life for the nearly 30 years I’ve been a Madison resident. I’ve been directly engaged in the city’s culture all those years, because my husband has played that long in the MSO and has been first chair of their bass section for more than 20 years. 

Yet, the low income kids cannot move, there will be less money for their instruction because their "overhead" is higher than many kids whose parents move them to the suburbs.  Those kids whose families move - lose out on the benefits and richness of a diverse community.

I’m also an advocate for fine arts, but I will not let the board threaten me to vote for a referendum with cuts to other areas.  It's getting old, and they are not offering the community a reason to invest in their vision for education.  They are giving many parents a vision to move to the suburbs and beyond, because if as a parent, you're your kids best advocate, you need to do that.

Monday night I spoke at the board meeting.  The morning paper might have left the impression I was speaking to "save elementary strings."  I was not - my comments are posted on www.schoolinfosystem.org.  I spoke about failed governance and slamming the door on the fine arts in our schools – having absolutely no idea how the current fine arts in our schools and community came about or how to work with the community to keep what we have.

Our school board members are angry at anyone who is not singing their song.  Very intolerant, and we cannot afford this stridency.  So, yes, they are likely to be angry at TAG or other groups if you do not toe the line, but that does not mean TAG will be better off, or the homeless children, or the gay lesbian children, or custodians who keep our kids schools clean.. You would think board members would be reaching out with a helping hand to work together – they are not.

You would have been amazed at how sincere board members sounded in their caring about elementary strings last night.  Yet, these same board members - clingan, keys in particular - unnecessarily and harshly went after fine arts last year.  Neither lifted a finger to pursue creative alternatives.  Sports and arts are areas where there are possiblities to explore collaborations - funding for low income schools is available from the federal level.  The district administration slams the door in our face.

What is not yet shared with the public is that last year the extracurricular sports budget was about $2 million.  The superintendent has not explained how this will be paid for - are TAG positions, custodians, homeless coordinators, classroom teachers paying for this or is there some other public/private collaboration in place?  An athletics committee with the public was formed.

There is a proposed cut of $38,000 to the extracurricular sports budget and a transfer of jv no cut sports to MSCR, which does not make sense, since when you net out the income from fees for no cut freshman sports it's only about $20,000.  Further, the district is proposing to transfer the current school athletic director positions to MSCR - cost about $150,000 or there abouts.  Parents say these positions make the afterschool sports program work for kids.

Nor is the public told that the current budget includes about $10 million for the teachers contract that has not been signed for the next two years - about 4.9% of current teachers's salaries and benefits.  Am I advocating for poorly paid teachers?  No.  But the public needs the information about what are we trading/risking for our children's education.  What decisions are board members making and is this in the best interest of kids and the teachers we need to teach our children.  Board members do not layoff any administrators – are they working with the unions to prevent losing staff valuable to children’s education?

Why don't we say we will invest in sports and fine arts, here's what we want, here's what we can pay for now; how else can we make it work.  Carol C. believes taxes should pay for public education.  So do I, but I do not feel that our kids should suffer if the public does not buy her idea.  I think it's time for more problem-solving and varied approaches.

I'm working for a better board because this board does little during the year, cannot manage the superintendent (no goals set since 2002 - if not set, how does he communicate his direction with the public his staff when he sets their goals?). 

Before I worry about voting for a referendum, my priority is changing the school board for better for our kids.  For me, that's Lawrie Kobza.  Before parents, teachers and the community will vote for a referendum, voters need to have confidence in our school board.  I do not, so I’m voting for change, because if a referendum fails for our kids, I want Lawrie on the board, because I know she’ll do the work to minimize the impact on kids.

For full disclosure, my husband is an instrumental teacher, I support the questions ruth is asking and I am lawrie kobza's treasurer, because I believe if she is on the school board she will listen to parents and work with them to the best solutions possible for their kids and for all kids - her decisions will be transparent to the public and make sense. Plus, I vote in referendums, and I vote yes.  But right now, April 5th is more important than the referendum question. 

