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School board failure 
Jason Shepard: I am glad 
Isthmus is devoting more 
attention to education 
issues. However, your col- 
umn about folks making 
pleas to the members of the 
school board to save the ele- 
mentary strings program 
("The Cruelest Cuts," 
5/6/05) struck a nerve. 

Last month. I attended 
the all-school strings festi- 
val at East High. As has 
become customary at these 
events, the program started 
with a plea to the audience 
to contact school board 
members and ask them to 
save the elementary strings 
program. Our family has 
done our bit over the last 
few years to urge the school 
board not to eviscerate ele- 
mentary strings and other 
valuable programs that are 
distinctive to Madison's 
schools. 

I am sick of it. 
Rather than politely 

implore the members of the 
school board to ride to the 
rescue of these programs, I 
would rather ask them to 
defend their budget& 
choices that compel the 
need for this ritual year 
after year. What is surpris- 
ing to me is how effectively 
the school board has been 
able to escape responsibility 
for the scope of the fman- 
cia1 problems the district 
faces. 
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board must work. The annu- 
al budget can increase 
about 2.5% each year, but no 
more. It appears to me that 
the school board does a ter- 
rible job of financial man- 

agement and oversight 
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locks itself into labor con- 
tracts that require spending 
increases well in excess of 
2.5% per year. Little atten- 
tion is paid to the fact that 
each extra dollar of spend- 
ing on these contracts 
means one more dollar of 
cuts from the strings pro- 
gram and freshman sports 
and the other programs that 
are on the chopping block 
each year. 

When it's time for those 
cuts, most school board 
members throw up their 
hands and say, look at the 
terrible things the state 
spending caps make us do. 

It seems to me that the 
story here is that the major- 
ity of the school board 
members have decided that 
they are willing to have the 
district pay the price to 
ensure labor peace within 
the district, and it is this 
decision, in conjunction 
with the spending caps, that 
guarantees the level of 
spending cuts that must be 
made each year. 

Critics of school board 
decisions can and probably 
will be accused of being 
anti-school and generally 
rude people. (Ask Ruth 
Robarts.) But it Is those of 
us who love the schools and 
the distinctive and valuable 
programs they offer (like 
the strings program) who 
should be most upset that 
those programs are imper- 
iled by the school board's 
failures in oversight and 
financial management. 

Ed Hughes 

Wanted: grocery stores 
The north side continues its 
efforts to bring back a gro- 
cery store to our communi- 
ty Currently, there are two 
grocers very interested in 
opening a store in our com- 
munity ("Sorting Out the 
Groceries," 3/25/05). 

The rash of grocery store 
closings over the past five 
years in Madison and Wau- 
nakee has hurt the affected 
neighborhoods. Each empty- 
store situation is unique. 
The SuperSaver store that 
closed in 2000 may never be 
replaced. Ken Kopp's closing 
in2001mayresultinagro- 
eery store. The north-side 
Sherman Plaza location has 
not had a store for two years, 
but may well have one by the 
end of the year. In addition, 
the north side will get a 
farmers' market at Sherman 
Plaza this June. 

The Northside Planning 
Council has led efforts to 
bring back a grocery store 
to our community, involving 
hundred of residents in the 
process. Our market basket 
report, released in October 
jointly with the Hunger Pre- 
vention Council, demon- 
strated the lack of food 
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options for our community 
and identified it as the only 
"food desert" in Madison. 
Ours is not just a "quality of 
life" issue, but also a 
"basics of life" one. 

Susan Hill, Janet Aronson 
co-chairs 

Northside Planning Council 

Quite simple 

Delivery AND Setup , , Removal of old bedding 
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Cattle call 
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